
Strengthening the Hunger Relief Network
Impact Report: Agency Capacity Fund – 2017 

The Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, through outreach programs and a network of 212 partner agencies, 

last year served an average of 105,400 people a month.  Maintaining that level of service takes a toll 

on the organizations on the front line of hunger relief. 

Strengthening our network of partner agencies is a key goal in the Food Bank’s current strategic plan.  

One way we will accomplish this goal is to improve the capacity of each of our partners to meet the need 

of their clients.  The 2017 Agency Capacity Fund was created to provide cold storage equipment and 

technology to our partners – improving their ability to serve more people and provide more nutritious 

food. 

New 3-door coolers allow for more perishable 

items and other proteins to be shared with 

our clients.  Shown here from left to right: Park View Mission in Lynchburg receiving 

their delivery; Keep the Change Food Pantry in Front Royal showing off their newly 

stocked unit; and Loaves and Fishes preparing their new unit for distribution. 

Meeting a Real Need 

We were thrilled to offer resources to our hunger relief partners via a grant RFP… and they were more 

than happy to respond with a list of their needs. The need is real and greater than we even 

anticipated.  We received 61 proposals totaling $261,970 in equipment requests – seeking 

everything from coolers and freezers, to shelving and step ladders.   

With your help, the Food Bank raised almost $72,000 earmarked specifically for the 2017 Agency        

Capacity Fund. 

By adding to the Fund with unrestricted donations, the Food Bank provided every agency that applied 

at least one item (a cooler, a freezer and/or a laptop or tablet) to help them build their capacity to 

serve the community.  The 61 agencies are located throughout our 25-county, 8-city service area. 

“We are very grateful for the community support and efforts that make facility updates like 

this possible so that we can better serve our hungry neighbors in need!” — food pantry partner 



Computer tablets save our partner agencies precious 

time and ensure accuracy when picking up food from 

area grocers, through our Partner Pick-Up program. 

Agency Capacity Fund 
Donor Honor Roll   

2016 - 2017 
 
 

Corporations and Foundations: 
 

Anonymous 

C-ville Weekly 

All 52 Charlottesville-area restaurants      
participating in 2017 Restaurant Weeks 

Kraft Heinz Company Foundation 

Manning Family Foundation 

Walmart Foundation 

 
 

Individuals: 
 

John & Kim Conway 

The Groundwork is Laid 

We are truly grateful to you for helping to lay the foundation 

on which our partners can continue to build and strengthen 

their position for the future.  With your gift, you are making 

a difference in the lives of many hungry children, seniors 

and families in our community.  

We plan to continue this strategy in 2018.  We have a list 

of needs we were unable to fund this fiscal year, and we 

anticipate more to come from agencies that did not        

respond to our first round of grants. 

  

We invite you to continue to support the Agency Capacity 

Fund so that we can continue to strengthen our network of 

agencies to nourish our hungry neighbors today… and    

tomorrow. 

Together, we can – and do -- solve hunger.  

For More Information: 

 

Contact Millie Winstead at  

mwinstead@brafb.org or (434) 220-4335 


