
Food Pantry 
Look Book
Photos from pantries for pantries to inspire 
sustainability and client-centered spaces



Client Choice
Shelving Solutions



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sturdy metal shelves display food items at eye level. Items are easy to see and reach.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sturdy metal shelves display food in a way that is organized, easy to see, and convenient to reach.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This pantry added signage hanging from the ceiling to draw attention to different food categories.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Metal shelves make items each for clients to reach. The simple, large-font signs are easier for many clients to read. Plastic shelf covers protect signs and make it easy to change signage.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorful food category signs add clarity, color and fun to the pantry space.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
White boards on tall stands allow volunteers to add and change messages to clients easily. Angled produce storage allows for easy client access and attractive displays. Also notice the green wall paint, which adds a friendly and welcoming touch to the space.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This client choice pantry is set up and cleaned up after each day. Using foldable tables allows this multipurpose room to also serve as a client choice pantry.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcoming signage on a small, outdoor, self-serve food pantry.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A beautiful self-serve food pantry including a plexiglass door and shelving.



Eye-Catching Signage 
& Welcoming Spaces



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A transparent sign draws attention to this colorful, organized client choice pantry.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This simple, large-font external sign helps clients to locate the pantry entrance.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
External signs can help clients to find the pantry and learn more about the pantry beliefs and goals.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A welcoming pantry mission statement helps clients to understand the agency goals and beliefs.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For pantries who set up and clean up after each day, signs can be added to walls to denote food categories and messages.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This welcoming pantry waiting area includes chairs, pantry “rules” or beliefs, hooks for coats, a colorful lamp, and a plant. Small touches can go a long way in making clients feel comfortable in the pantry.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chalkboard helps to advertise fresh produce and encourage produce consumption. It’s easy to update messages. Tip: Use chalkboard markers for a bold, clear message.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorful chalkboards with chalkboard marker writing welcome clients, provide inspirational messages, and give information about food items available.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
One clever way to add signage is to hang it from the ceiling. Also note the soft green paint – warm and calming.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Community Feed at Tidewater Community College is a mixed-use space providing healthy food options and a partner workspace for learning sessions related to root causes of food insecurity. A partnership between the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia and the Eastern Shore and Tidewater Community College, The Community Feed at TCC is a vibrant, inviting and engaging space located at MacArthur Center for TCC students to access healthy food and eventually build collaboration among students and connectivity to resources aimed at holistically addressing root causes of food insecurity: lack of access to higher education, employment, housing, healthcare and financial literacy.The overall vision of The Community Feed at TCC incorporates bringing individuals together to connect with one another over great food and conversation; sharing resources such as recipe cards, books and wellness materials; providing access to fresh fruits and vegetables; and workshops and learning sessions led by strategic community partners.
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Appealing 
Produce Displays



Presenter
Presentation Notes
No money for baskets? Cardboard boxes can help to separate produce items and make them even more attractive and easier to reach.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strong wicker baskets are a welcoming and beautiful way to display produce.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Metal bins make excellent storage for some produce including onions, potatoes, and winter squash.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This photo shows how an agency created a welcoming environment by organizing produce like a grocery store display using plastic bins.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This easy-access refrigerated case allows clients to look at and select pre-cut fruit while keeping it cool.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Produce is easy to reach, looks abundant, and in a well-lit area making it look even more delicious.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorful market baskets and sturdy wooden shelves make this produce display attractive and accessible for clients. Small shopping carts can make the pantry experience feel welcoming and fun for our smallest clients!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Market baskets are paired with produce cards in this attractive produce display.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Feeding America produce signage includes selection suggestions, storage tips, nutrition info, and easy ways to use the product.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Putting apples at multiple easy-to-reach levels makes them look delicious and increases access for clients who are tall and small!



Produce table before

Produce table after

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Market baskets paired with colorful signage promote produce consumption and add positive energy to the pantry environment.



Creative Meal 
Displays



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here, rice and beans ingredients are prepacked into boxes, ready for clients to select and take home.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This photo is from an agency observing many disparate and unpopular food items, and realizing they could make a Tex-mex recipe. They made recipe handouts and a pretty display to show the ingredients available in the pantry. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meal bundles and nutrition education information helps to guide clients toward healthy options.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A close-up photo of a vegetable chili meal bundle idea and recipe.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ingredients and recipe for a Rustic Cabbage Soup meal bundle. Meal bundles help clients envision how to use items available at the pantry to make simply, tasty, and healthy recipes.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This photo shows another excellent way to offer “meal bundles”. Clients can take items to make the recipe according to the white board guide above. A recipe card is available next to this display. Also note the shelf talker signs which promote healthy options.



Nutrition
Ideas



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This “nutrition corner” offers information on prediabetes, diabetes, healthy eating, My Plate and physical activity. Plus, clients can take cooking utensils to help prepare healthy meals.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another take on a “nutrition corner” to help clients make the healthy choice the easy choice.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wall signs can help clients make the healthy choice the easy choice.







Effective Tools 
and Equipment



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sturdy wheeled carts help to transport food and save time and volunteer effort.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sturdy wheeled carts help to transport food and save time and volunteer effort.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a pallet jack – great for moving pallets of food around large pantry spaces.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This vertical freezer stores food in a way that is easy to for clients to see and access.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This refrigerator has similar items placed together. Lighter items are on top, heavier items are lower.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shopping carts make the pantry experience mirror the grocery store and make it easy to transport items around the pantry.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shopping carts make the pantry experience mirror the grocery store and makes it easy to transport items around the pantry.



Contributors

Thank you to all who shared photos and ideas to support the 
ongoing development of this look book

• Feeding America Network Organization photos via Kris Warren

• Bellingham Food Bank

• Feeding America “Nudges” Toolkit

• Foodbank of SE Virginia and the Eastern Shore and Tidewater 
Community College

• Blue Ridge Area Food Bank including many pantries and 
programs



Thank you for viewing 
the look book!

Clients and volunteers 
notice and appreciate 
even small changes in 
the pantry space.

Thank you for your 
commitment to serving 
your community!
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